— ‘Confident that India will do ..
somethmg spe(:lal this time’

&
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Chennai: It has been more than
i vy sinee he retired from the
game hut Sachin Tendulkar cons
tinues to enjoy the same kind of
adulation which was showered
on him as a player Tendulkar
here to launch the Leo Muthu In-
tloor Stadium ar Sal Ram Engi-
necring College on Tuesday
i appesred overwhelmed
I the rousing reception accord-
el With the game’s quadirenni-
al showplece event— World Cup
— just days away Tendulknr was
understundably optimistic about
Team India's chances of retain-
ing the troph Tt (World Cup) is
going to be o challenging tour-
nament. But our team is used to
challenges, Lhave full confidence
that they will go out, and to somi
thing special which will give us
o repson 1o smile™ sald the 11-
yearald

Chasing one’s deeams till they
are fulfilles] was something Ten-
dulkar stressed upon during his
interaction with the students. Cir-
ing his own example of keeping
the Wield Cup dream intuet de-
spite coming elose on o few oc

casions. Tendulkar said, “It toak
1 22 vears to win the World Cup
It's not easy when along the way:
youl come close and Jose out on
thuse oppartunities. What T would
ask all is to continue pushing
vourself hapd, beeatse sueeess
sormetimes might just be waiting
at the very next step. So, don’t
ever lose hope,” he said.

For someone who enjoved
scoring runs at the MA Chi-
tambaram Stadium in Chennal
Tendulkar singled out the Test
win in 2008 against England as
his most cherished moment.

“I can stick my neck out and
say that whenever I have played
here, the response has always
been special. That victory against

England (in 2008) woulidn't have
been passible without the sup-
port of the crowd.” sald Ten-
dulkar. The Master Blaster
seemed] focused on giving back to
the communiity in his socond in-
nings' "My [irst innings was
about going on to thetield, chas
ing my dreams and personal
goals. In the second, T want to
malke as many pepple smile as |
can.” said Tendulka

The batting logond has been
happy tospend qualite time with
family and friends post his re-
tirement, "When I was plaving,
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it used to be only crichet. But to-
dav. 1 have the thne to do ather
things such as attending vartoys
events, and spending time with
Family™ he said.

Despite  having  achloved
evervthing a ericketer possibly
gould, Tendulkar foll there wasa
Lot lefl to be done. “The process
of learning never stops. Despite
the fumber of runs any batsmen
orwickets taken by a bowler, vou
asli them if they want todo more

the answer will be in the af-
firmative, That's how it should
be,”™ he said.
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